
ceiling windows and an elegant terrace,
White Box Restaurant (245/7 Prabara-
mee Road; 66-76-346-271;
whiteboxphuket.com) has been a foodie
favorite since opening two years ago on
the rocky beach north of Patong. The
menu is a mélange of Thai and Mediter-
ranean flavors, and as the name im-
plies, the design is sleek with white
décor. Dinner with drinks for two is
about 3,000 baht. After dinner, linger
upstairs in the trendy open-air lounge
sipping spicy Tom Yum martinis, made
with vodka, galangal, lemon grass, kaf-
fir lime leaf and chili (280 baht). 

11 p.m.

•10 Beer on Wheels
Beer-soaked Bangla Road in Patong is
Phuket night life at its brashest and
seediest — a heaving crush of hostess
bars, go-go clubs and “ladyboy” caba-
ret. But if that’s not your thing, head
south toward Rawai to the bright or-
ange Volkswagen minibus parked
along the right side of Viset Road, just
past the Art Village. Customized with a
bar, the minibus is a party on wheels
that attracts a mix of locals, expatriates
and sunburned Swedes sipping ice-cold
Chang beers (35 baht). 

Sunday
10 a.m.

•11 Wake Up, Rub Down
Inexpensive massage parlors staffed
by gaggles of young Thai girls are ev-
erywhere in Phuket. For a quick foot
rub, these places will do just fine. But
for a head-to-toe treat, go to the sprawl-
ing Sukko Cultural Spa & Wellness (5/
10 Moo 3, Chaofa Road ; 66-76-263-222;
sukkospa.com). Book a traditional Thai
massage, a method that incorporates
acupressure and yoga-like poses to
stretch your aching limbs into glorious
submission (1,300 baht for 60 minutes).

Noon

•12 Paradise Found
For miles of untouched golden sand all
to yourself, head to the blissfully de-
serted Mai Khao Beach, part of Sirinat
National Park, along Phuket’s north-
western shore. Between the warm, ce-
rulean water stretching out to the hori-
zon and a backdrop of lush forests filled
with palms, a wide swath of powdery
sand sits tantalizingly undisturbed. So
sling up a hammock and pretend that
you’re stranded on a deserted island
for a few hours. Æ
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View a slide show of Phuket. Also,
share your suggestions on where to

stay, where to eat and what to do. 
nytimes.com/travel/phuket

ONLINE: READERS’ THOUGHTS 

Flights from the United States to
Phuket require a connection. A re-
cent online search for March found a
Korean Air flight from Kennedy Air-
port, with a connection in Seoul, for
$1,179. Flights with two or more
stops that connect through Bangkok
can often be cheaper.

If you’ve got baht to burn, the
Amanpuri (Pansea Beach; 66-76-324-
333; amanresorts.com) is the place
to set it aflame. For more than 20
years, the Amanpuri has been one of
the most exclusive spots on the is-
land, with 70 pavilions and private
villas starting at $925.

Farther north, the SALA Phuket
Resort and Spa (333 Moo 3, Mai
Khao; 66-76-338-888; salaresorts
.com) opened in 2008 and is a serene
hideaway with 79 rooms and villas —
most with private pools — that start
at 8,900 baht, about $278 at 32 baht to
the dollar.

Situated on the northern edge of
Kata Noi beach, Mom Tri’s Villa Ro-
yale Phuket (12 Kata Noi Road, Kata
Noi Beach; 66-76-333-568;
villaroyalephuket.com) is a boutique
resort with 35 sumptuous, Thai-style
suites from 12,500 baht.

T H E  B A S I C S

By INGRID K. WILLIAMS

T
HE teardrop-shaped island of
Phuket has long been known
for its dazzling beaches and
naughty night life. But for
many, it was the catastrophic

Asian tsunami in 2004 that finally
placed Phuket on the map. Recovery
has been swift, and in recent years the
island has firmly reasserted itself as a
premier beach resort in southern Thai-
land, with a growing crop of luxury ho-
tels, top-notch restaurants and even a
thriving art community. 

Friday
4 p.m.

•1 Paradise Lost
The beach town of Kamala was hit hard
by the tsunami, but today the town has
sprung back to life with renovated cot-
tages that dot the hillside and beach
bars along the promenade. Grab a
crepe-like roti — this Thai version is
filled with egg and fruit and topped
with condensed milk — from the Chef
Roti stand (near the Coconut Garden
bungalows; banana roti, 30 baht, or 95
cents at 32 baht to the dollar), and stroll
along Kamala’s wide crescent of sandy
beach, dipping your toes in the mes-
merizingly clear water. 

5:30 p.m.

•2 Big Buddha Is Watching
Seek nirvana at the top of Mount
Nagakerd, where an enormous, white
jade marble-covered Buddha is close to
completion. Follow the red-and-white
signs from the town of Chalong point-
ing the way to the 147-foot-tall Big Bud-
dha, officially known as Phraphuttha-
mingmongkhol-akenagakhiri Buddha
(mingmongkolphuket.com). Workers
are still finishing the Buddha’s big lotus
seat, but already it’s an impressive
sight, with magnificent views of the An-
daman Sea. 

7 p.m.

•3 Stall Tactics
Skip the tourist-filled beach restaurants
and instead follow the locals inland to
Phuket town and the night food market
on Ong Sim Phai Road near the Rob-
inson Department Store. A food market
by day, it’s a lively food court at night.
Portable stalls and carts pull up to the
curb, and a sea of plastic tables and
chairs spills onto the street. Tasty Thai
and Chinese dishes include spicy papa-
ya salad, barbecued pork buns, coconut
curry, grilled fish balls and, for dessert,
sticky rice with mango. Having trouble
deciding what to eat? Look for the stall
with the longest line and join it. The
whole meal, plus a couple of beers,
shouldn’t cost more than 200 baht.

9 p.m.

•4 Kick Face, Win Prize
Thailand’s national sport is brutal. In
the ancient martial art of muay Thai,
fighters pummel each other with fists,
feet, elbows and knees. An authentic
place to catch a fight is Suwit Stadium
(15 Moo 1, Chaofa Road; 66-76-374-313;
bestmuaythai.com), where ceremonial
prefight dances and traditional music
are reminders that this is more than
just violent entertainment. Friday night
fights start with a few pipsqueak bouts,
so if you’re opposed to watching oiled-
up 10-year-olds duking it out in the ring,
plan to arrive an hour late, around 9:30.
Itching to get into the ring yourself?
The stadium doubles as a gym and runs
a training camp for aspiring fighters.
Fight tickets start at 900 baht and in-
clude free transportation to and from
the stadium.

Saturday
9 a.m.

•5 Elephant Express
Start the day precariously perched on a
pachyderm. Bang Pae Safari (12/3 Moo
5, T. Srisoonthorn Road; 66-76-311-163;
phukettoday.com/bangpaesafari) of-
fers elephant trekking excursions
through shallow streams and groves of
rubber trees. Midway through the trip,
you can scramble down from your seat
and take a turn in the mahout’s spot,
riding on the elephant’s head. A 30-
minute trek costs 900 baht per person,
or 1,300 baht for an hour.

10:30 a.m.

•6 Welcome to the Jungle
Next door is the Khao Phra Thaeo
Wildlife Sanctuary (entry, 200 baht),
where singsong gibbon calls lead you to
the Gibbon Rehabilitation Project
(gibbonproject.org), a nonprofit organ-
ization that works to return captured
gibbons to their natural habitat. If you
can pull yourself away from the ador-
able, acrobatic apes, hoof it a few min-
utes into the rain forest to Bang Pae

Waterfall and take a refreshing dip in
the pool below. 

1 p.m.

•7 Mom’s Cooking
Mom Luang Tridhosyuth Devakul, bet-
ter known as Mom Tri, is a local archi-
tect and entrepreneur who runs a
growing empire of respected hotels and
restaurants on Phuket. His latest res-
taurant, Mom Tri’s Boathouse Regatta
(63/302 Moo 2, Thepkasattri Road; 66-
76-360-855; momtriphuket.com), is a
breezy spot on the boardwalk of the

Royal Phuket Marina. The service is as
polished as the colossal yachts docked
out front, but the real star is the food.
Recommendations include lobster ravi-
oli with morel mushroom velouté (500
baht) and curried fried rice with sea-
food, pineapple and cashews (300
baht).

3 p.m.

•8 Canvas Community
The laid-back village of Rawai, near the
island’s southern tip, has emerged as
an enclave for talented local artists.
Leading the way is the Red Gallery (66-
8-7890-3722; phuketredgallery.com),
where the artist Somrak Maneemai
shows trippy paintings imbued with a
whimsical dreaminess. The gallery re-
cently relocated to the Art Village (88
Moo 1, Viset Road), joining a cluster of
other small studios and galleries, like
Tawan Ook Art Gallery (66-8-1956-5872)
and the Love Art Studio (66-8-9471-
5653; theloveartstudio.com). On an is-
land inundated with mediocre imitation
art, the originality of this bohemian art
colony is refreshing. 

7 p.m.

•9 Box on the Rocks
With sweeping ocean views, floor-to-
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At the exclusive Amanpuri resort at Pansea Beach; elephant trekking near Khao Phra Thaeo Wildlife Sanctuary with Bang Pae Safari; on Viset Road in Rawai, a minibus outfitted with a bar. 
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Saybrook Point Inn & Spa 800.243.0212
AAA Four Diamond Hotel/Restaurant on LI Sound and CT
River, outdoor dining/bar on water, spa, large rooms, close

to beaches, shopping, theaters, casinos, dog friendly,
call for specials/packages or www.saybrook.com

SOUTH BEACH
A V A L O N HO T E L * * * S O U T H S E A SHO T E L

Enjoy the Beach at it's Best. Newly redone, Great Rates,
Great Food, Great Clubs, Great Fun, Great Locations,

Complimentary European breakfast.
AVALON SOUTH SEAS
800-933-3306 www.atlanticstars.com 800-345-2678

SUITE MIAMI BEACH VACATION
BESTWESTERNOCEANFRONT SUITES

305' on ocean, 2 pools, from $169/nite (up to 5 pers in suite.) till
3/31. Incl.daily maid svc, full bkfst, kitchen, free self-pking.

Call 800-327-1412 or visit www.ofsbw.com

CAPE COD BEACH CONDOS 800-695-5454
Hyannis, overlooking Lewis Bay and Nantucket Sound. 2 & 3
BR Townhouse Condos. Private decks/patios. Full kitchens,
washer/dryer, TV, phone, heated pool, private beach. Weekly.

ww.yachtsmancondo.com.

Cranwell Resort, Spa and Golf Club
Lenox, Berkshires.Member of Small Luxury Hotels of the

World. Spa Packages, near shopping,
 2.5 hours from NYC. Internet specials with 50% off at

www.cranwell .com/NYT 800-272-6935

BOSTON'S ELIOT HOTEL
Gorgeous 4-star suite hotel in chic Back Bay.

Enjoy luxury at affordable prices. Recently named
#1 Small City Hotel in US & Canada, Travel + Leisure.

Kids under 18 stay free eliothotel.com

HAMPTONS VACATIONS...DUNE RESORTS
www.duneresorts.com

THE EAST END'S FINEST! DUNE RESORTS are situated in
choice locations from East Hampton to Montauk, offering a
variety of locations from beautiful secluded beaches to
charming villages.
BEACHCOMBER RESORT................................631-668-2894
DRIFTWOODON THE OCEAN ..........................631-668-5744
EAST HAMPTON HOUSE RESORT...................631-324-4300
THE HERMITAGE...............................................631-267-6151
OCEAN BEACH RESORT...................................631-668-4000
OCEAN COLONY................................................631-267-3130
SUN 'N SOUND...................................................631-668-2212
SURF CLUB RESORT.........................................631-668-3800
WINDWARD SHORES........................................631-267-8600
AWAVE INN........................................................631-668-2700

MANHATTAN    PARK SOUTH HOTEL
I LOVE EVERYTHING ABOUT N Y PKGS FROM $499.

$50 Gift certificate to Macy's, Dinner for two at The Black Duck,
Euro breakfast & 2 Nights in a deluxe room. Chic luxury
in midtown's favorite hotel with state of the art amenities. 
Between Park & Lexington.          Everything Nearby!
www.atlanticstars.com                1-800-315-4642

MANHATTAN - RIVERSIDE TOWER HOTEL
$104/Room for 1 person. Doubles $109

Suites $119-$139.Lincoln Ctr area,Hudson River views,18 flrs,
kit'ette, 5 min to Midtown, safe, quiet, lux area. Riverside/80th
Free brochure. 800-724-3136 or www.riversidetowerhotel.com

THE RHINECLIFF HOTEL, RHINEBECK, NY
Hudson Vly's newest, most elegant, country hotel.

All rms overlook the Hudson. 90 mins- NYC via Amtrak.
Casual dining, eclectic events. Winter pkgs from $150!

1-845-876-0590 www.therhinecliff.com

Philadelphia Boutique Hotel from $119
Great downtown location with designer rooms, private bath,
Direct TV with 8 compmovie channels, comp 24hr fitness
center, breakfast buffet. Alexander Inn, Spruce at 12th St.

Toll Free (877)ALEXINN www.alexanderinn.com

THE REEFS, Bermuda
Stay 5 relaxing nights this April with 'Spring Fling' pkg.

Daily bkfst, tea, gourmet dinner & more from $2,465 for 2!
Visit the #1 Atlantic resort (CNT Readers' Choice Award).

www.TheReefs.com/NYT. 1-888-469-2491

GREAT NON-STOP RATES WITH JET BLUE
St. Maarten - www.beachsidevillas.com

OCEANEDGE, LUXURY 1,2,3 BR a/c villas. Fully equipped
kitchen, BBQ. Daily Housekeeping, free Wi-Fi, Cable TV.
Perfect vacation all year! Call Owner Yolanda 313-884-7706

LONDON, PARIS & LOS ANGELES
Budget to Luxury Apartments
In Our 18th Year of Business

LondonGuestSuites.com 800-664-5663
LosAngelesGuestsuites.com

Personally selected Houses and Apts
Umbria,Tuscany,and Como
couples or groups up to 44
Amenities, cooking Services

Call 1-866-918-8104 WWW.ItaliaReservations.com

QUALITY VACATION RENTALS
Country homes & city apartments in Italy for 2 to 22 guests.

800-280-2811 www.parkervillas.com
    """
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